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Report Shows That Nation
Has 1,250,000 Soldiers
in Depots Behind Lines
Ready to Fill Up Gaps.
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The second instalment of Part [
1—The Vietory of the Marne, Sep-
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The third instalment of Part [
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in The 1 Tuesday, Mareh 16,
CHAPTER 11,
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eartridges.  On the 12th it extablishod
itsell on the north edge of the Mon
tagne-de-Reime, in contact with our
centre, which, for its part, hud just
foreed the enemy f i
¥ 10 retrent in haste,
Action of Fere Champenux.
) Qur centre consisted of a new army
created on August 29 sand of one of
those which at the begitining of the
campnign had been enguged in Belgian
Luxemburg, The first had retrented on
August 20 to September from the
Aisne to the north of the Marne nnid
occupied the general front at Sexanne-
Matlly. The second, more to the east,
hid drawn back to the south of the line
of 1umbauville-Chatesu Beauchamp-
Bignicourt-Blesmes-Muurupt le. Montoy,
Fhe enemy, in view of hia right he-
g arrested and the defeat of his on-
loping movement, made a desperate
effort from the Tth to the 10th to pierce
our eentre to the west wd to the enst
of Fere Champeaux. On the Hth he
succeeded in foreing buck the right of
our new army, which retired ns iar s
Gouragnneon. On the 9th, at 6 o'clock
i the moming, there was a further
retreat to the south of that village,
while on the left the other army corps
also had to go back to the line of Alle-
mant-UConnantre,

Despite this retreat, the general com-
manding the army ordered a general
offensive for the same day. With the
Morocco division, whose behavior wap
heroe, he met a furions assault of the
Germans on his left townrd the marshes
of Bt Gond. Then with the division
which had just victoriously overcome
attncks of the enemy to the north
Sexunne and with the whole of his
left army eorps he made a Aanking nt-
tack in the evening of the Uth upon
the German forees, sand notably the
Guatrd, whieh had thrown baek his right
army co The enemy, takea by sur-
prise by this bold manweuvre, did not
resist and bent s hnsty retreat.

On the 1lth crossed the Marne
between Tours-sur-Marne and Sarry,
driving the Germans in front of us In

m
4
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in spite of the power of the Gorman
heavy artillery, we took eolors, guns,

miteaillenses, shells, more than 1,000, |

000 cartridges and thousands of prison-
ers. A German corps lost almost the
whole of its artillery, whieh, from in-
formation brought by our alrmen, was
destroved by out guns

CHAPTER 111

GENERAL CHARACTER OF ACTION,

As early ap September 11 the com-
mander in chief had directed our left
army to have as important forces as
poseibie on the vight hank of the Oise.
O September 17 he made that instrue-
tion more precise by ordering “a masa
to be constituted on the left wing of
our disposition, capable of coping with
the outtanking movement of the en-
emy”  Everything led us to expect
that flanking movement, for the Ger-
mans nre locking in invention, Indeed,
their effort at that time tended to a re-
newnl of their maneuvres of August,
In this parnllel race the opponents were
hound in the end to be stopped only by
the sen, That ia what happened abouat
Oetober 20,

The Germans had an advantage over
us, which is obvious from a glance at
the map the concentric form of their
1':1-1_|t. which shourtened the length of
their transports. In spite of this in-
vl inferiority we arrived in time.
From the middle of September to the
last week in Oetober fighting went on
continually to the north of the Oise,
but all the time we were fighting: we
were slipping northward, On the Ger-
man side this movement brought into
line move than cighteen new army corps
(twelve active army corps and six re-
serve corps) and four eavalry corps.
On our side it ended in the conatitu-
tion of three {resh armies on our left
sid in the transport into the same dis-
trict of the British army and the Hel-
gian army from Antwerp.

Tor the econception and reslization
of this fresh snd extended disposition
the French command, in the first place,
had to reduce to a minimum the needs
for effeetives of our Armies to the east
of the Ofge and afterward to utilize to
the utmost our means of transport. It
succoeded in this, and when at the end
of October the battle of Flanders
opened, when the Germans, having com-
pleted the cotcentration of their forees,
attempted with fieree energy to turn or
to pievce our left, they tlung them-
selves upon w resistanee whieh in-
flicted upon them a complete defeat.

Development of First Army.

The movement began on our side
only with the resources of tie army
which had held the left of our front
during the battle of the Marne, remn-
forced on September 15 by one srmy
corps,

This reinforcement, not being suf-
ficlent to hold the enemy’s offensive
idistriet  of Vaudelincourt-Mouchy-

Six Mo

nths of

[the Lille district and further to the |
north.

There remained the Helgian army.,
On leaving Antwerp on Octoher @ the |
Relginn army, which was covered by
K000  British bluejockets and 6,000
French bluejackets, nt first intended to
retire ns far as to the north of Calnis,
but afterward determined to make o
stand in Belgian territory. Unfortu-
nately, the condition of the Helginn
troops, exhausted by n struggle of more
than three months, did not allow any
immediate hopes to he based upon
them. This situntion weighed on our
pluns and delayed their execution.

On Octoher 14 we reached the front
of Yprea-Messines-Neuve FEglige-Mer-
iville-Lestrem - Richebourg - Snint Vast,
L On the 16th we made progress to the
| enst of Ypres, On the 18th our eav-
ulry oven reached Roulers:and Corte-
mark. But it was now evident that, in
view of the continual reinforcing of
the German right, our Jeft was not
enpable of maintaining the advantages
obtained during the previous few days.
To attuin our end and make our front
inviolable n fresh effort was necessary.
That effort was immediately made by
| the dispatch to the north of the Lys
of considerable French forees, which |
formed the French army of Helgium.

French Army of Delgium,

The French army of Belgium con-
sisted, to begin with, of two territorinl
divisions, four divisions of envalry and
a naval brigade. Directly after its con-
stitution it was strengthened by ele
ments from other points on the (ront,
whose arrival extended from October
27 to November 11. These reinforee-
ments were equivalent altogether in
value to five army corps, u division of
cavalry, n territorial dividion and six-
teen regiments of cavalry, plus sixty
pirees of heavy artillery.

Thus was completed the strategic
munwuvre defined by the instruetions
of the general in chief on September
11 and developed during the five fol
lowing weeks with the ampleness we
have just seen, The movements of
troops cnrried out during this period
were methodieslly combined with the
pursuit of operations, both defensive
aprd offensive, from the Oise to the
North Sea

On October 22 our left, hounded six
wecks carlier by the Noyon distriet,
rested on Nieuport, thunks to the sue-
eessive deployment of five fresh nrmies

three Freneh wurmies, the British
army and the Belgian army

Thus the eo-ordination decided upon
by the general fn chief attained its end.
The barrier was established. It re-
mained to maintain it against the
enemy's offensive. That was the ob-
ject and the result of the buttle of

Flunders, October 22 to November 15

CHAPTER 1V.
STRATEGY OF THE GERMANS AND
ITS OBSTRUCTION.

y . The German attuck in the twe Flan-

Wllng ), @ :'n“-_h army was !rrnﬁmrimi ders was conducted strategically nnd
more to the left, with the task “of act- | tactieally with remarkable energy., The

ing sguinat the German right wing in
order to d

igengage its neighbor 3
while oreserving a flanking direction
in its march in relation to the (resh
enits that the enémy might be able to
put into line."”

To cover the detrainments of this
fresh army in the district of Clermont-
Beauvais-Bolx, a eavalry corpe and four
territorinl divisions were ordered to
establish themselves on both banks of
the Somme. In the wooded hills, how-
ever, ch extend between the (Hse
and Lussigny the enemy displayed in-
crensing sctivity. Nevertheless, the or-
der sull further to broaden the move-
ment toward the left was maintained,
while the territorial divisions were to

complete and indisputable defent in
which it resulted iv therefore signifi-
cant.

The forces of which the enemy dis-
posed for this operation botween the
sea ond the Lys comprised:

{1} The entira fourth army. eom-
manded by the Duke of Wihrtembere,
consitting of one naval division,
division of Ersatz Heserve (mon who
hnd  received training before the
warl, which was liberated by the fall
of Antwerp; the 22d, 24d, 26th and 27th
Reserve Corps, and the 4Bth Division,
belonging 1o the 2dth Heserve Corps,

(21 A portion of another ormy under

Ho

| Genernl von Fabeck, consisting of the

15th Corps, two Bavarin corps and

move towsrd Hethune and Aubigny. | three (unspecitied) divisions,

'jhr

From

march to the sea went on.

forees were engaged in the district of ) VArin.

Lassigiy-Royve-Peronne, with alterna-
tions of reserve and success, [t was
the first uet of the great struggle which
was to spresd ns it went on. On the
26th the whole of the 6th German army
was deployed ngainst us. We retained
ull our positions, but we ecould do neo
more., Consequently, there waos still
the risk that the enemy, by means of
8 fresh affiux of forces, might succeed
in turning us.

Unee more reinforcements, twe army
corps, were directed, no lorger on|
Henuvais, bnt toward Amiens. The
front wns then to extend. A fresh
army was constituted more to the
nerth.

Deploy ment of a Second Army,

From September 20 onward we could
tivt but obsgcrve that the enemy, al-
rewdy strongly posted on the plateau of
Thiepval, was continunlly slipping his
forces from south to nerth and every-

here confronting ue with remsrkable
CHLrRY.

Avcordingly, on October 1 two cuv-
ulr: corps were directed to make & leap
forward, and, operating on both banks
of the Scarpe, to put themselves in
touch with the garrison of Dunkirk,

| which on itz side had pushed forward

us fur as Douai. But on October £ and
2 the bulk of our fresh army was very
strongly attueked in the
Arras and Lens, Confronting it were
two corps of eavalry, the Guards, four
active army corpa and two reserve
vorps. A fresk French army corps was
immediately transported and detreined
it the Lille distriet,

But once mo.: the attacks became
pressing, and on October 4 it was a
question whether, in view of the
enemy’s netivity both west of the Oisa
awnd south of the Somme, and also fur-
ther to the north, a retreat would not
have to be made. General Jodre reso-
futely put this hypothesis aside and

ordered the offensive to be resumed
with the reinforcementa that had mr-
rived. It was, however, clear that, de-

gpite the efforts of all, our front, ex-
tended to the sea as it was by a mere
ribbon of troops, did not yet possess
the solidity to enable it to resist with
complete safety a German attack, the
violence of which could well be fore-
seen,

In the Arras distriet the position
was fairly good. But between the Oige
gnl Arras we were holding our own
only with difficulty. Finally, to the

north, on the Lille-Estaires-Mervilie-

Huzebrouck-Cussel front. our eavalry
and our territor:als had their - oark cut
out ngainst eight divisiona of German
cuvalry, with very strong infantry sup-
ports. It was at this moment that the
transport of the British army to the
northern theatre of operations began.
Transport of the British Army.
Field Marshal French had es early
as the end of September, expressed the
wish to see his army resume its initial
place an the left of the allied armies
He expluined this wish on the g ound
of the greater facility of which his
communieations would have the advan-
tnge in this new position and also of
the impending arrival of two divisions
of infuntry from home and of two in-

fan.ry divisions and a cavalry division |
| from India, which would be uble to de-

ploy more easily on that terrain. In

spite of the difficulties which such a|
removel involved, owing to the inlenAl

sive use of the railways by our own
units, General Joffre decided at the be-
ginning of Oetober to meet the mar-
shil's wishes and to have the British
army removed {rom the Aisne

| the morale

distriet of |

. | tions

18) Part of the sixth army, under the !

the 215t to the 26th all our!command of the Crown Prinee of Ba-.

This army, more than o third|
of which toek purt in the huattle of
Filanders, comprised the 19th Army
Corps, portions of the 14th Corps and
the 18th Reserve Corps, the Tth and
14th Corpe, the 144 Bavarian Reserve
Corpa, the Guards and 4th Army Corps,

41 Four highly mobile eavalry corps
prepared and supported the action of
the troops enumerated above. Every-
thing possible had been done to fartil'y
of the troops. At the
beginning of October the Crown Prince
of Bavaria in a proclamation had ex-
horted lis soldiers “to make the de-
cisive offort against the French left
wing." anid "o setile thus the fate of
the great battle which has Iasted for
“!‘l"k‘_"

On Octohe
Havaria decls
his troops *
der very difficult conditions,”
pdded: It iz our business now
Tet the struggle with aur modt detested
cnemy drag on longer The e-
cisive blow is still to he struck.” {n
Octaber 20 General von Deluling, coti-
manding the 15th Army Corps belong-
ing te General von Fabeek's command 1,
izsued an order deeluring that “the
thrast apainst Ypres will be of deeisive
importanee.’” It should be noted also
that the Emperor proceeded in person
to Thielt and Courtrai to exalt by his
presence the ardor of his troops. Final-
i, at the close of Oclober the enlire
German press incessantly proclaimed
the Importance of the “battle of Ua
lnis”

It is superfluous to ndd that events
‘n Poland explain in large mea ure the
jassionate resolve of the German Gen-
cra]l Staff to obtuin & decizgion on the
western theatre of operations st xll
coste, This decision would be obtained
if our left were piereed or driven in
To reach Calnis, that 15, to break our
left; to carry Ypres, that is, to cut it in
half; through pmth paitita to menace
the communications and suppliea of the
bBritish' e¢xpeditionury ecorps, perhaps
even Lo threaten Britain in her island
puch was the German plan in the battle
ef Flanders., It wus a plan thut could
rot be executed.

Check of the German Attack Along the
Coast,

The enemy, who had st his dispozal
& congiderable quantity of heavy ur-
tillere, direeted hiz eiforts at first
| upon the eonst und the country to the
Inerth of Dixmude. Hizs objective was
manifestly the capture of Dunkick,
then of Calaws nnd Boulogne, and this
| objeetive he pursued until Novewber |

Un Oc¢tober 23 Helgians along
| the railwuy line from Nieuport to Dix
Imude were stronethened by o French
divigion Dismuide wasz oecupied by
our mnarines (fusiliers marinsi. Dur-
ing the subsequent daye our forces
swlong the railway developed & magniti-
cent resistance nEanst an enemy su
perior in number and hacked by henvy
artitlers, Un (he 20th ‘the inundn
I effected between the cansl and
the raziway hine spread along eur front
! On the #uth we recaptured Ramsenpe'ic
the only point on the railway which
| the Belginns had lost.

On November 1 and 2 the enemy
| hombarded Furnes, but began to show
signs of weariness, On the 2d he
evacunted the ground between the
Yser and the railway, abandoring ean- |
non, dend png wounded. On the 3d our
troops were nble to re-enter the Lix-
mude distriet. The suceess achieved |
by the enemy at Dixmude st this
juneture was without fruit. They sue
ceeded in takinz the town, They could!
not setoueh from it

IR Prince Rupprecht of
red in wn army order that
} just been fighting ur
and he
not ta

the

It was elearly specified &t on the | The coustal attack had thus proved
northern terrmin the British army [a total failure. Sinee then it has
ghould co-operite to the same end as |never been renewed The battle of
ourselves the stopping of the German Culsis, so noisily unnounced by the

right. In other terms, the British army
was to prolong the front of the general |
disposition without a bresk, st acking
ns soon as possible and at the same |
time seceking touch with the Belgian |
wrmy.,

Hut the detraining took longer than
had seen expected, and it was not pos-
sible to aituck the Germans durin

® the [ just been shattered in

¥
Germun press, umounted to a decided

reverse for the Germuns
German Defeat at Ypres.

The enemy had now begun an attack
more important than its predecessor, in
view of the numbers engaged in it.
Thia nttack was intended as m renewal
to the south of the effort which had
the north.

time when they had only cavalry in|giead of tursing vur flank on the coust,

lof

War

it waa now sought te drive in the right
our narthern army under the shoek
of powerful musges, This was the
battle of Ypres.

In order to understand this long,

A(L‘o’ntinuejd_'

‘German Losses at Battle of

despernte and furious batile we must

hark buek o few days in point of time,
At the moment when our eavalry
reached Roulers and Cortemark (Oe-

tober 181 our territorinl divisions from
Dunkirk, under General Bidon, had ve-
eupivd and orgnnized a defennive poai
tion at Ypres. It was a point d'appul,
onnbling us to prepare and maintain
our connections with the Helgian army.
From October 20 two Hritish and

French army corps were in cecupation |

of thia position, which wai to he the
base of their forward mareh in the di-
rection of Roulers-Menin. The delays

(already expluined and the strength of

the forees brought up by the enemy
soon brought to o standstill our prog
ress along the line of Poeleapelle-Pas-
chendaele Zandvorde Gheluvelt; but in
spite of the stoppage here, Ypres was
wolidly covered, and the connections of
wll the allied forees were established,

Agninst the line thus formed the
German attack was hurled from Octo-
ber 25 to November 13, to the north,
the east and the south of Ypres, From
October 26 on the nttacks wers ro-
newed daily with extraordinary vio-
lenee, obliging us to employ our rein-
forcements nt the most threatened
points as soon as they eame up. Thus,
on October 31, we were obiliged to send
supports to the Brtish cavalry, then to
the two British corps between which
the eavalry formed the connecting
tink, und finally to place hetween these
two corps s foree equivalent to two
army corpa,

Between October 30 nnd November 8
Ypres was several times in danger. The
British lost Zandvorde, Gheluvelt, Mes-
[ md Wy chaste The front of the
Allies, thus contracted, was all the
more diffienit to defend; but defended
it wns without a recoil. The arrival of
three French divisions in our line en
ahled us to resume from the 4th to the
fth n vigorous ofensive. On the 10th
and the 11th this otfensive, brought up
ngninst fresh and sharper Germun at-
tucks, was checked. Before it could
e renewed the arrival of fresh rein-
forcements had to be awaited, which
were digpatehed to the north on No-
vemher 1 liv the 1d4th our troops
had again begun to progress, barring
the road to Ypres ugninst the German
attucks, nnd inflicting on the enemy,
who nmdvanced in massed formation,
losses which were especially terrible in
consequence of the fuet that the French
und Britich artillery had erowded near-

150,000—

Yser Put at
Younger Officers Replace
Older in Joffre’s Army.

pointa of view of nuwmbers, quality
andd eqrpment.

In the migher command important
changes have been made. It has, in
fuct, been rejuvennted by the promo-
tlon of young eommunders ol proved
quulity to high rank. All the old gen-
orals who at the beginning of August
were ut the head of large commuands
huve been gradually elminnted, some
ua the result of the physieal strain of
war and others by appointments to
territorial commande.  This rejuvena-
tion of the higher ranks of the army
has been euarried out in a farrenching
manner, and it may be snid that 1t has
evabrneed the grades of the military

hierarchy from commuanders of bri-
gudes to commanders of nrmies,
The result hns been to lower the

average sge of genersl offficers by ten
years, To-day more than three-foarths
of the offficers commanding armies and
nrmy corps are less than siily years
of nge. Some are considerably younger.
A number of the army corps command-
ers are from forty-six to fifty-four
years of age and the brigade com-
manders are usually under fiity. There
are, in faet, at the frome exteemely fox
general oificers over sixty years, and
these ure men who are in fuil posses-
sion of thelr physical and inteliectual
powers.
This reju

venation of the high com-

"mand was facilitated by a number of

ly three hundred guns on to these few

kilometrez of front.

Thus the main mass of the Germans
sustained the same defeat as the de-
tuchments operating further to the
north slong the coast, The support
whieh, necording to the iden of the ter-
man General Staff, the attack on Yores
waa render to the comdtal attack
wus u# futile as that attack itself had
been,

During the second half of November
the enemy, exhausted and having lost
in the battle of Ypres alone more than
150,000 men, did not attempt o renew
his effort, hut confined himuelf to an
intermittent cannonnde We. the
corftrary, uchieved appreciable progress
to the rorth and south of Ypres, and
insured definitively by a powerful de-
fonsive organization of the position, the
inviolability of our front,

The eompiler of the report here
adds a footnote stating that over
40,000 German corpses were found
on  the battlefield during
three weeks of battle, The report
next proceeds to summartze the
character and resalts of the opera

ne sinee the battie of Flanders

v is, during the period Novem-
w0-Februury 1. It suve that

Lo

an

these

iner the former date the French
supreme cemmand had not thought
t ndvisable to embark upon im-

it offensaive  operations,
contined ltself to local
tacks, the main ohject of wh
to hold in {ront of us as lurge
¢ number of Germun corps as pos-
wible and thus *o hindor the with-
drawal of the troops which, to our
knowledge, the German General
Siaff was anxious to dispatch to
Rusdsin, As a autter of fact, the
numbers transportod to the es-t
ern front have heen very moderate.)

parts

has

we

Of the fifty-twoe urmy corps which
freed ue on the westerp frant, Ger-
many rus been sble to take only four
wnd  ohe-half corps for the eustern
front O the other hand  elimatie
eanditions  the ruin, mud and mist
wore sueh s to diminish tie effeetive-
i of offen<ive operntions and to add

costliness of inderteken,

anether for pos

them
n the fact

aan

another reason lies

Shll
that from now on the allied for.

¢ount  upen & steadily  expanding
prowth, equally 1n point of number
ond units as of material, while the

Grermen forces have attuined the mavi-
mum of their power and ean only
diminith pow both in numbers and n
vilue. These conditions explain the
character of the siege wariare which
the operations have as<umed during
the period under review,

Meannwhile, it i= by no means the case

that the siege warfare has had the
same results for the Germuns as for
ua, From November 15 to February 1

pur opponents, in spite of very numer-
ous attacks, did not suceeed i taking
anything from us, except b few hun-
dred metres of ground to the north of
Roissons. We, on the contrary, have
obtuined numerous and . ppreciable re-
sults,
{The French writer here pro-
eeeds to strike a balance of gainy
and losses between the allied and
the German forees in France dur
g the winter campaign. The re-
ault he =ums up as followa: 1. A
genera! progress of our tioops, very
marked at certain points, 2. A gen-
eril falling back of the enemy, ex-
cept tu the northeast «f Soiasons.)
To complete the balance it must be
added that:

1. The German offensive
was checked 8 month ago.
; HEIVe gantinues in

in Poland

he Carm 1
A large part of the Turkish Cau-
heen annih:lnted.

i exhnusted her re-
£ oflicers (there ure now on

rees

an averape twelve officers to a regi
ment ) and her h will only beahle
to develop her resources in men Lo the
dotriment of the ¢ ns units.

6. The allied srmies, on the contrary,
possess the power of reinforeing them-
<elves in a very considerable degree

1t may therefore be declured that in

rder to ohtain complete success it i
sufficient for France and her allies to
know how to wait, and to prepare viv
ory with indefutignble patience

The German afensive is broken, The
German defensive will be hroken in its
turn

It s evident from the report
that the numhbered German army
corps are Prussian eorps, uniess
otherwise specified.)

CHAPTER L

FRENCH ARMY AS IT IS

Part 11 deals exhanstively with the
condition of the army after sur
months of war, the higher com-
mand, the supnly of offiecrs and won-
commissioned officere and of muni-
tiong of war of all kinds and the
tcansport and aneilieey sorvices.

The eompiler of the report, bepin-
wing iz review on Februory 1, states

that the eondition of i !"r_-'wh
army & exeellont and appreciably
guperior to u hat ¢ waoe at the be-

ginming of the war from the three

| und

circumstances, potable among whieh
were the strengthening of the higher
regimental ranks carried out during the
three vears preceding the war, as @
result ‘of which at the outset of the
campuign each infantry regiment had
two lieutenant colomels and each cav-
alry nnd artllery regiment s golonel
and n Lieutenant colonel, and also the
gystem of promotion for the duracion
of the war. Slany officers who began
the war as eoloneis now command bri-
gudes,
divisions or army corps,
on the field of batile i3 now imme-
dlately recognized wnd utilized, and in
this way it has been possible Lo jpro-
vide in the most faversble manner jor
the vacanciesa erented by the changes
in command which weve considered
necessaty in the Arst weeks of the war.

The higher grades ol the l‘lll-llu.'li
army are inspired by a remarkab e
unity in the magter of military theory
by W solidarity of spirit _'.\i-..uh
haa found striking expreszion in the
eourse of the numerous moves of army
corps from one part of the theatre ol
pporations to pnothes, which have hn'!_?:\

rried out since the beginning uf the

Losses Among Oficers.

Jix months of war,

The cavalry, after i
Heers.

still possesses un OXCess ul
There are on an #verage thir
oflicers to W regiment, istead o

v he the neecess

thirty-one considered t
. artillery, which

I’IJ

<ary  minimum. ;
hns sutfered relatively little, has ai=o0
un excess of officers, and is further
able to count upon @ lurge numbet
of captains and oiher officers wha he-
fore the war wers employed in tae
arsenals or in technical arch,
Finally, the reserve urtille R

have nearly ali proved to be excellent

Fattery commandera,

The losses in the junior commis-
sioned ranks have, naturail been
highest in the infantry. 'lu--1‘u- 1,
however, nothing like a wani ol offi-
cers in this arm. Many cuptains and
lieutenants who have been wol led by
muachibe gun nre ."il'h ".IIHI"._ & ra‘\l.l‘
ususily siight and yuickly aaled)
Lhave been uble to reiugn speedily to
the front.

! The ressrve officers have in general
done remarkably well, il in many
cosed have shown quite exceptional
aptitude for the rank ol (:|-'1=,'r:|::3" com-

not-commisaiened u:‘I'.v
cors promoted to sub-lieutenants meke
excellent section leaders, and even
<bow themselves very clever and ener-
getie company commanders in the feld,

It must be o ibered ulso that,
thanks to the intelleetual and physical
development of the geaeratioh nowW
werving with the colors, and _l‘:.'\nk-':
1o the warlike gunlities of

manders, The

nbove all,
the rece and the democratie spirit of
pur army, have beci able to draw

upon the lower grades
the rank and file for olficers.
men who began the war on Auguat
now wear the ofic
epaulets. The elastieity of our reg
plations regarding promotion i WA
time. the absence of the spirit of caste
and the friendly weleome extended by
all officers to those of their military
inforiors who huve shown under fire
thelr fitness to command have enabled
us 1o meet all requirements

The stite of our infantry eadres on
Janunry 16 was very sfnctory and
much superior to that o the German
infuntey., Un an average, cach of our
pegpiments has forty-eight officers, in:
cluding elghteen regular oflicers, fit-
roon reserye offieers and fifteen non-
cotnmissioned In regi-
ment six of
commanded by captains ]
lar officers, three by eaptuins
reserve and three by licutenunts,
company hus ut least three office
The stute of the army #a regards the
commiiszioned ranks from the :
to the lowest is exceptionally brilliant,
The army is led by youns, well trained
end daring chiefs, and the lower eom-
missioned ranks have usequired the art
of war by experonce,

The writer pays # warm tribute
to the work of the staffs of the
prmied and ol army  corps,
which were formed three years ago
and have thrown Lthemselves into
their weork in  entire agreement
both of views and methods.)
Ineluding all ranks, France now ha3

thun 2,600,000 men at the front,
urit 18, or was on January
The infantry com-
In many
have &

nnd even upon
Muny
y

as  private:

ofiicers. each

the twelve companies are
who are regu-
the

more
and every
15, at wor strength.
panies are at least 200 strong
regiments the compRnies
strength of 250 or more. .
In the other arms, which huve suf-
tored less thun the infantry, the unite
nre 11 up te. or nbove, regulntion
strength
the Strength of
Army.
This fact constitutes one of

Vaintenarce of

the most

impartant advantages of the French
army over the Germuns While Ger-
mnny has ereated & great number of

new  units, army corps or divisions,
which absorbed at & blow ull of her
available resources in officors and men,
French supreme command has
avoided the formation of new utitis
excont in limited number, and has only
admitted exceptions to this rule when
i+ was ahle to count with eertainty on
being able to provide amply for hoth
the present and future requirements of
the new units as regarda all ranks
without encroaching upon tie reserves
needed for the existing units

Ai the same time, thanks to
depo
the efectives at the front have been
maintnined at full atrength Tha
sources cf supply for this purpose were

the

the

the remainder of the erven classes)

the reserve, the younger ctlnssss
of the territorinl army and the new
class of 1914. A large number of the
men wounded in the earlier engaze-
ments of the war hove been able to
return to the front. They Have been
incorporated in the new drails, pro
viding these with a useful stifening
war-tried men.

With regard ta the supplies of men
upon which the army can draw to re-
pair the westage at the front, we learn
that there ate practically balf as many |

of

of

Some are even at the head of |
Abiiity proved |

highest |

the

ts in the interior of the country, |

men in the depots ns at the front, in
other words, about 1,260,000, Further

' supplies of men are provided by the
class of 1915 and the revision of the

enrious eategories of men of military
ngo previously exempted on grounds of
health or for other reasons from the
duty of bearing arms. As a result of
this measure nearly half a millien men
have been elaimed for the army, almost
all of whom after rigorous physical
tests have been declared fit for military
serviee

In the depots in which the new mol-
diers are being trained the services of

' many officers and non-commissioned of-
fieors, discharged as convalescents aftar
being wounded, are utilized In order to

ive o practical turn to t e instruction.
"Kere are still many voluntary enlist-
ments, and witir all these resources of
men the army can count upon rein-
forcoments, sonn to be aveilable, which
will considerably sugment its offensive
powaer.

| The quality of the troops has -
proved perceptibly sinee the beginning
of the war. The men have become
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The Most Important Painting Sale
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and numerous priced calalogu s of lmporiant Pubdc “slcs orneth Wir Ulskes'e
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